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PREFA C E. 





Tre completion of the Third Volume of the Mintno JourNnAL appears a fitting occasion for some few observations on its utility, as well as of tendering to 
our numerous Correspondents our acknowledgments for the kindness they have manifested in its support by their contributions. On the commencement of this 
Publication there was much to contend with, more especially from a prevailing opinion which at the time existed, that success could not be expected, the 

. ' ; : , ams . : . 
subject being supposed to be too confined to allow of support to a Weekly Journal exclusively devoted to its consideration, This prejudice existed merely from 
the circumstance of the attempt being the first to furnish information on a Science not only interesting in itself, but of infinite importance, from the large 
sums of money which have been embarked in Mining Companies. That the view we took at the time was a correct one, the proud position in which we now stand 
affords the best evidence, by the INCREASING CIRCULATION, and increasing interest which each successive number creates, arising, as we are induced to believe, 


from the value and importance of the articles inserted, cither furnished by Correspondents or selected from works of acknowledged value. 


The Index for the present Volume we refer to with feelings of pleasure, as recording the result of our successful exertions, for we believe that no work is 


published in this kingdom comprising so much information in so condensed a form—varied as it is, yet confined to those particular subjects which are peculiarly the 
province of a Journal devoted to the Mining Interest. 


The utility, indeed we might almost say the necessity, of a publication of this nature has at length become apparent to all, and it is, at the present 
time, a source of surprise to many that such a work had not long since appeared. Time can alone render it perfect, or enable the Editor to acquire the desired 
information on several subjects which have been hitherto but partially touched upon, to do which, however, it is evident that he must be indebted to the 


communications of those who possess local advantages of acquiring information to which no single individual can be supposed to have access. 


A brief recapitulation of the Contents of the Volume will, we trust, be deemed a sufficient evidence of the desire we have shown to render the Journal 
interesting and instructive—to consult the wishes and opinions of our numerous Subscribers—to afford information on Mining pursuits, and to furnish Mining 
Correspondence in detail—while we have not allowed abuses to escape unnoticed—it being the duty of a public journalist to expose fraud, while he upholds 


those undertakings which are based on just views and upright intentions, 


It may be not amiss here to advert to the proceedings of one particular Company, to which considerable attention has been, directed and the inquiry 
into which, originated with the Mintnc Journau. To the fearless exposure through its columns are the Proprietors indebted for the discovery of the nature of 
the transactions—the result of which has been to restrain the parties from the further wasteful expenditure of the funds of the Company. So frequently have 
we had occasion to advert to this Company, that we should now pass it by unnoticed; but as we conceive the case to be “ itself its only parallel,” we cannot 
resist the opportunity of referring to it, on the present occasion, the exposition having been brought about entirely through the medium of the Minina Jowunnan. 
The opinions we were led to entertain, and which we ventured to express on an examination of the Accounts, have been since proved to be correctly formed, the 
Vice-Cuancectior having granted an InsuNctTioNn, perhaps the strongest on record, evidently founded on a similar conviction, while Directors, Auditor, and 
the Secretary, have withdrawn from a concern which necessarily tinges with suspicion all those who have any connexion with the management of its affairs: 
In this we have had to execute a most unpleasant office, but one which could not be avoided, in’ the performance of our duties —for to have allowed deception 
and fraud to go unnoticed, would have rendered the Minina Journac less useful than it professes and ought to be, and to have deceived the publie by 
allowing them to remain in a state of supposed security. Sensible of the justice of our cause, we therefore feel no apprehension as to the result of the 
proceedings which have been taken against us by the Managing Director—one of which actions, at the moment of writing, has, however, been discontinued by 
the Plaintiff. We turn with pleasure from this unpleasing topic to one of more general interest—the value of the contributions of our Correspondents and 


the Miscellaneous matter collected in our columns, while the Tabular pages call also for some notice. 


Among our valued Correspondents we name with pleasure Mr. Freperick Burr, whose contributions on several topics, among which may be mentioned 
the elaborate and ably-written Review of Dr. Buckland’s Bridgewater Treatise on “ Mineralogy and Geology,” claims our first notice; and it is with feelings 
of gratification that we reflect on the circumstance of the Minina Journnan and the Minina Review being the only works in England devoted to those 
Sciences (with which that gentleman is so conversant, and on which he is so well qualified to write) through which his communications could receive publicity 
and be duly appreciated by those to whom they were addressed. It is only an act of justice thus to tender our meed of thanks for services rendered. To A. B. 
on the “ Theory of the Creation ;” to our several Correspondents “On the Coal Trade ;” and to E. B., “On the Mines of Ireland,” our thanks are 
eminently due, as well as to many Correspondents who, on matters of temporary or local interest, have favoured us with their communications. It may have 
occurred, in some instances, that apparent neglect has been shown to those who have favoured the Journal with information, the insertion of which has 
been precluded from press of matter, and whose favonrs may, therefore, have been unnoticed. To them, with our apologies, our thanks are equally due, as 


having evinced, on their part, an interest in the welfare, and a desire to support the Mining Jounnan. 


Having completed Three Volumes, comprising nearly 700 pages of letter-press, it is with pride we can look back and reflect that its columns have never 
been lent to advance the interests of any one particular Mine or Party. Guided by an honest independence of principle—regardless what individual interests 
as such were advanced or otherwise by the course pursued—it was too much to expect that we could proceed without incurring the displeasure of some to whom 


“ unpleasant truths” are far from being welcome. It is with satisfaction we find that prejudice is in a great measure disarmed by the acknowledged justness of our 
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pleasing to the public eye. It is, therefore, gratifying to observe, although all have not been pleased, yet that an increasing patronage atte 
labours, and that the Mininc JourNaAL, in the short space of sixteen months, has assumed a station in works of Literature and Science, of which the Editor 


and those who have so ably contributed to its success, may be justly proud. 


The alteration in the Duty on Newspapers affording an opportunity for a change, such as might be acceptable to our readers, and not too onerous, in a 
pecuniary point of view, to ourselves, determined the publication of SuprpLemenrs with the alternate numbers of the Journal, in addition to the enlargement 
of the sheet when necessary, for furnishing the regular Weekly Intelligence. This course became requisite, from the pressure of Original and Mining 
Correspondence, with other matter of temporary interest, which, with the extension of our Tabular columns, tended almost to exclude articles of a Scientific 
nature, or lengthened Reviews of works deserving of attention. The arrangements made have been attended with perfect success, ten numbers of the Supplement 
have now been published, and we refer to the several articles contained in them with satisfaction. The proceedings of the British Association at their last 


Meeting; the several Reviews of Dr. Buckland’s “ Bridgewater Treatise ;” of the “ Miner’s Guide ;” “ Dufrenoy on the Hot-Blast;” “ Scientific Records ;” 
“ Birmingham and its Vicinity,” and other works of interest, could only be given through the medium of Supplements, while extracts from Foreign works 
and Scientific intelligence, to which the columns are also open, render the Supplement in itself a separate work, devoted to Geology, Mineralogy, &c., having no 
connexion with the progress and operations of the several Mining Companies, the Prices of the Public Funds, Shares, &c. It thus forms a distinct and separate 
Volume from the Mining Journar, which abstractedly may be considered as peculiarly calculated for the Shareholder or Adventurer in Mines, separate Folios 


having been adopted, so that the Volume may be bound in a separate form, and when completed, it will be accompanied by a Title-page and Index. 


The Tabular matter presented to our Readers weekly, containing the Sales and Purchases of Ores in the county of Cornwall and at Swansea ; the Prices of 
the British and Foreign Funds, the Course of Exchange, Prices of Shares, &c., may be considered the most complete of the kind. Although it is impracticable 
to obtain the exact Price of the Shares in some Mines, the business in which is confined to a few parties, and not introduced in the official List published 
under the authority of the Stock Exchange, we are convinced that the quotations may be generally depended upon. Much care has been taken to render it 


perfect, and suggestions to promote this end will be at all times received with pleasure, and, where practicable, adopted. 


It does not appear necessary, on the present occasion, to offer further observation on the utility of the publication, other than to advert to the Capital employed 
in Foreign and English Mines, and in the various speculations enumerated in the Share List, these Companies having had no medium of communication with their 
Shareholders until the publication of the Mintnc Journan. The extracts from the Correspondence received from the Mines may now be read by the Shareholder 
whether resident in the country or in London, without visiting the offices for such purpose. The Proceedings of Public Meetings, which before were known only 
to those present, are now not only permanently recorded, but afford information to the distant Sharcholder, The Sales and Purchases of Ores, the Quantities, and the 
Prices obtained, are also communicated, which were previously accessible only to those personally interested. The publication of the Correspondence has been found 


] 


to be a wholesome check on those Agents who were induced, from over-sanguine expectations, to give their Reports the “ couleur de rose” (a circumstance calculated 


greatly to mislead Adventurers unacquainted with the nature of Mining operations, or the difficulties attendant on them), as it has attracted the attention and 
remarks of those more capable of forming an estimate of their value, and been the means, in most instances of late, of the course being adopted in submitting 


Reports, of confining them to a statement of the actual work done, and dealing less with anticipated, but often very doubtful, results. 


We cannot conclude these few remarks without expressing the gratification we derive from finding that, on the completion of a Third Volume, our labours 
have been attended with so large a measure of success, Pursuing the same course we have heretofore done, we cannot but anticipate that, with increased 
exertion, and the accession of talent which we may fairly calculate upon in the contributions of our Scientific friends, we may be enabled, upon the completion 


of another Volume, of congratulating our Subscribers and ourselves on being in a situation even more proud than that which we now hold. 
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